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MUNICIPAL PLANS IN VERMONT
Planning Act of 1921





Chicago traffic -- 1906
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Town Planning: A Program of Civic 
Preparedness for Vermont Communities 
(1919) -K.R.B. Flint



-The Vermont Commission 

on Country Life (1931)

“much of Vermont's 

prosperity has been directly 

attributable to her forests 

and wood-using industries. 

At the present time, there 

are many disturbing 

elements in the situation 
which warrant study.”
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“To plan development so as 

to maintain the historic 

settlement pattern of 

compact village and urban 

centers separated by rural 
countryside.”

24 V.S.A. Chapter 117 
§ 4302. Purpose; goals



24 V.S.A. §4302 

(6) To maintain and improve the quality of air, water, 
wildlife, forests, and other land resources. 

…
(C) Vermont’s forestlands should be managed so as 
to maintain and improve forest blocks and habitat 
connectors.

(9) To encourage and strengthen agricultural and forest 
industries… 
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24 V.S.A. §4348 

(2) A land use element….

(A) Indicating those areas proposed for forests, recreation, 
…. and areas which require special consideration for aquifer 
protection, wetland protection, or for other conservation 
purposes….

(F) Indicates those areas that are important as forest blocks 
and habitat connectors and plans for land development in 
those areas to minimize forest fragmentation and promote 
the health, viability, and ecological function of forests….



24 V.S.A. §4348 



A municipality may plan, if does it shall…
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24 V.S.A. §4382 







Median population: 1,222



Regionally approved plans
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$90 Billion
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24 V.S.A. §4410 
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24 V.S.A. §4414 

Specifically authorized:

Forest zoning districts, 
permitting commercial 
forestry and related uses and 
prohibiting all other land 
development.



24 V.S.A. §4410-4414

Note: Limitations on Municipal Regulations amended 24 V.S.A. §4413  



24 V.S.A. §4410-4414
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“When it comes to planning, if you’re not doing it with

people- they think you are doing it to them.”
Roger Millar, AICP

National Complete Streets Coalition




